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Cameroon 


Biya Receives Former French President 19 Feb 
AB192057 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] Former French President Valery Giscard d’Estaing 
was guest of honor at the Unity Palace this morning where 
he was received by head of state Paul Biya. During their 
discussions, Mr Valery Giscard d’Estaing said his visit to 
Cameroon was to discuss matters that concerned the 
French Parliament and how they affect the foreign policy. 
He also reiterated that his discussion with President Biya 
was centered on international problems, notably the world 
economic situation. 


Congo 


President Meets With Mobutu 21 Feb 
AB211943 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] President Denis Sassou-Nguesso of Congo and 
President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire met today at Oyo, 
home village of the Congolese head of state. The two men, 
who frequently hold such meetings, used the opportunity 
to take stock of bilateral relations between Congo and 
Zaire, two countries that share the same civilization, even 
if their political orientations are completely different. The 
meeting at Oyo, a village situated 500 km from Brazza- 
ville, was an occasion for the two leaders to discuss 
problems of common interesi. [passage omitted] 


Gavon 


French Foreign Minister Raimond Arrives 


Meets Bongo 18 Feb 
AB191315 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Gabonese President Omar 
Bongo yesterday received in audience French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Bernard Raimond, who arrived in Libre- 
ville yesterday. During the audience which took place 
soon after the arrival of the French foreign minister, they 
discussed the Chad-Libya conflict. President Bongo took 
this opportunity to launch a new appeal to Tripoli and 
Ndjamena. He expressed the hope that the Chadian and 
Libyan presidents would attend the OAU ad hoc commit- 
tee summit meeting in Dakar in April. President Bongo is 
the current chairman of OAU ad hec committee which is 
charged with finding a peaceful solution to the border 
conflict between the two countries. [passage omitted] 


Bongo, Raimond Remarks 
LD191609 Paris International Service in French 
1245 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] Let’s begin with remarks made personally by Omar 
Bongo, the Gabonese head of state, who chairs the OAU 
ad hoc committee on the Chad-Libya conflict: 
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[Begin Bongo recording] The ad hoc committee will hold 
its meeting at head-of-state level in April. We are doing 
everything to ensure that Colonal Al-Qadhdhafi and 
Hissein Habre are present, even if they are nothing more 
than observers, for the simple reason that we will have to 
consult one party or another. If, at the same time, we are 
to try to settle certain problems on the sidelines of this 
conference instead of bringing them into the public 
arena, we will be able to settle many issues between the 
two. So it is necessary for Colonel Al-Qadhdhafi and 
Hissein Habre to be there. [end recording] 


There you are, that statement was recorded by Antonio 
Garcia, our special correspondent in Libreville. It was 
made while French Foreign Minister Jean-Bernard Rai- 
mond was passing through Libreville. For his part, 
Raimond said he hopes that the current cease-fire in the 
north of Chad will continue, but at the same time he 
referred to the Chadian Government’s current preoccu- 
pations. 


This stopover in Gabon came on the return journey to 
France after the French minister’s trip to Mozambique 
and Angola. In Jean-Bernard Raimond’s view, it is 
necessary to demonstrate the priority Paris accords to 
these southern African countries, whose leaders, as it 
happens, speak French and, above all, appear to be keen 
on developing their relations with the western countries. 
Here are the minister’s comments recorded in the a:r- 
craft on the return journey. 


[Begin Raimond Recording] I was received in both cases 
by the presidents—by President Chissano of Mozambi- 
que and by President Dos Santos in Angola, and I was 
briefed by the Angolan leaders on their talks with the 
Americans, above all on the possible withdrawal of the 
Cubans, and on the compensation which the Angolans 
wish to obtain at the same time before this withdrawal, 
in particular over the incursions by South Africa. That, 
by and large, is it, and from this point of view it has been 
a good trip since we accomplished two objectives: firstly 
that of strengthening economic, scientific, cultural, and 
technical cooperation, and secondly, helping, perhaps, 
these two countries to find peace again because, as you 
know, Mozambique is being destabilized partly by a 
movement called RENAMO [Mozambique National 
Resistance] which is a rebel movement, difficult to 
define, but it would appear that South Africa is not 
entirely unconnected. 


These rebels are receiving support; and on the other 
hand, as you know, a war is raging in Angola with the 
support of South Africa. As far as we are concerned, with 
the recent incursions and the recent aggressions—you 
know France’s position is traditional: France condemns 
them, and whenm, at the end of 1987, the UN resolu- 
tions were made, we voted for the resolutions condemn- 
ing these aggressions. [end recording] 
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Raimond Departs 19 Feb 
AB191610 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] French Foreign Minister Jean-Bernard Rai- 
mond ended his short African tour in Gabon this morn- 
ing. The problem of Angola and the civil war there figured 
among discussions he had with Gabonese President Omar 
Bongo. Speaking to the press yesterday on his arrival, 
Jean-Bernard Raimond stated that during his visit to 
Luanda, he and the Angola authorities discussed efforts 
being made to bring an end to the fighting. [passage 
omitted] 


Gabon Reportedly Planning Libya-Chad Meetin 
AB191722 Paris AFP in French 1448 GMT 19 Feb 8 


[Excerpt] Libreville, 19 Feb (AFP)}—Gabon plans to bring 
together Presidents Hissein Habre and Mu’ammar al- 
Qadhdhafi at a meeting before the heads of state summit 
of the OAU ad hoc committee charged with the Chad- 
Libya border conflict, scheduled to take place early April 
in Dakar, it was learned from reliable sources in the 
Gabonese capital. 


Algeria, charged with convincing Colonel al-Qadhdhafi, 
and Gabon, which must win over the Chadian president, 
are also said to be participating in this planned meeting, 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


the same sources said. In this regard, it is observed that 
Mr Samir Imalhayene, the Algerian ambassador to 
Gabon, was received in audience yesterday by Gabonese 
head of state Omar Bongo, who is the chairman of the ad 
hoc committee. 


The general view is that such a meeting should make it 
possible for the two presidents of the warring countries 
to settle their quarrels at a preliminary restricted meeting 
which would prepare the Dakar summit scheduled to be 
attended by the six heads of state of the member coun- 
tries of the OAU ad hoc committee (Algeria, Cameroon, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, and Gabon). 


It will be recalled that this summit, which was initially 
scheduled to take place at the beginning of February, had 
been officially postponed due to the presidential elec- 
tions in Senegal. It has, however, unofficially been 
stressed in Libreville that the postponement had been 
requested by Algeria on behalf of Colonel al-Qadhdhafi, 
who was not ready at that time to meet his Chadian 
counterpart. In the view of observers, this four-man 
preliminary meeting would demonstrate the desire of the 
ad hoc committee to successfully fulfil its conciliation 
mission. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopia 


Bel Doctors Kidnapped in Tigray Province 
LD211632 Brussels Domestic Service in French 
1600 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Text] A team from the Belgian branch of Medecins sans 
Frontieres which was working in Ethiopia was kidnapped 
on Thursday evening in Tigray Province by members of 
the popular front for the liberation of the region. Two 
Belgian doctors and a male nurse of Dutch nationality 
were part of the team. All three were taken to an unknown 
destination with two nuns from a Catholic mission and 
another doctor from Ireland. At the Brussels headquarters 
of the Belgian Medecins sans Frontieres, it is thought that 
the Tigray Liberation Front has kidnapped the doctors in 
order to treat those injured in the recent fighting. 


Eritrean Rebels Kill 42 Ethiopian Troo 
EA191529 (Clandestine) Voice of the Br 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] EPLF combatants have carried out a successful 
attack at the entrance to Dekemhare town, 40 kms south 
of Asmera. In the attack, carried out the day before 
yesterday, our heroes killed 11 enemy troops and 
wounded 8 others. Two days before this attack, on 15 
February, members of our people’s and zonal army 
attacked an enemy patrol deployed in (Igel Hame) district 
of the same area. In the attack, our combatants killed 31 
enemy troops and injured 27 others. [passage indistinct] 


Officers in Eritrea Reportedly Punished 
EA220923 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 22 Feb 88 


Masses 


[Text] During his visit to Eritrea last week, Colonel 
Mengistu Haile Mariam took measures against army 
commanders whom he alleged to be responsible for the 
weakness of the Ethiopian Army. 


According to sources in Asmera, the following measures 
have been taken. Brigadier General Tariku Yayine, head 
of [word indistinct] command on the Nakfa front, has 
been sentenced to death. Brigadier General Kebede 
Begashaw, head of (Mekit) command on the external 
front, and Colonel Girma Teferi of the army’s 22d 
Division have been fired. Severe punishment has been 
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meted out to Colonel Shiferaw, head of military-political 
affairs in Eritrea. Colonel Demeke Banjaw, head of 
medical services, [word indistinct] imprisonment. Gen- 
eral Taye Balker, commissioner of police in Eritrea, and 
other military officers and administrators were given 
Strict warnings. 


According to the sources in Asmera, Col Mengistu took 
these steps in order to put the biame for [word indistinct] 
of the system on a few commanders and to reduce 
opposition from within the army. However, the sources 
added, the measures taken against commanders who 
were at one time valued and who served for so many 
years in Eritrea will [words indistinct] the situation. For 
example, Gen Tariku, who was sentenced to death after 
the People’s Army attack on Nafka front last December, 
became known in 1977 for his [words indistinct] for the 
democratic unity of Ethiopia. After long service, he was 
elected commander of the Nakfa front. 


Foe Trade Minister Departs for Cuba 
EA211913 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Text] A 1-year trade protocol that will stipulate the type, 
quantity, and price of exports and imports between Ethi- 
opia and Cuba in 1988, in line with their previous trade 
agreement, will be signed in Havana in the near future. A 
contractual agreement that will facilitate the implementa- 
tion of the trade protocol and that will stipulate the type, 
quantity, and price of exports and imports between the 
two countries will be signed in Havana after the trade 
protocol. 


Under the agreement, Ethiopia will export red and white 
(?soya) beans as well as treated cattle hide to Cuba, 
which will import construction metals, hospital equip- 
ment, (?motor) wires, plastic floor mats, and similar 
items. 


A five-member delegation led by Comrade Tadese Gebre 
Kidan, WPE Central Committee member and minister 
of foreign trade, left for Havana today to sign the 
agreements. Ethiopia and Cuba signed a general trade 
agreement in 1981. Based on this agreement, they have 
signed protocols annually in Addis Ababa and Havana 
alternately. 
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Angola 


Defense Communique Details RSA Military Actions 
MB212014 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1938 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Communique issued by the Ministry of Defense on 21 
Feb] 


[Text] Recently there has been a sudden increase in the 
aggressiveness of the South African Army in Cunene and 
Cuando Cubango Provinces. Following FAPLA’s rein- 
forcements in the defense of our country’s central and 
eastern regions, the UNITA puppets found it impossible 
to take Cuemba and other areas along the Benguela 
railroad, and recent clashes resulted in the death of about 
200 puppets and the capture of another 20. 


At the same time, the tenacity of Cuito Cuanavale’s 
defense made it impossible for the racist army to take it. 
In the face of this, racist South Africa has once again 
begun a large-scale attack, by mobilizing its forces sta- 
tioned along the border. 


Accordingly, from 14 February 1988, South African 
aircraft have increased air activity over Ngiva-Mongua 
and Ngiva-Chamutete in Cunene Province, bombing 
villages, towns, and moving vehicles, and making impos- 
sible the movement of people and goods. 


On 20 February 1988, Mirage and Impala aircraft 
bombed Ondjiva, Lubango, and other areas, while at the 
same time troops were concentrated along the border. 
Large-scale land attacks on Cunene Province are expect- 
ed. 


Also on the same day, 20 February, South African 
motorized forces began a new offensive against Cuito 
Cuanavale with violent clashes 20 km to the east of this 
area. At the same time, its Air Force carried out inten- 
sive bombing raids against Longa, Baixo Longa, and our 
forces’ positions around Cuito Cuanavale. The town of 
Cuito Cuanavale came under intense shelling by GS and 
G6 artillery. 


Fc:iowing these attacks, we lament the death of (?many) 
people, mainly old people, womer 7 children, as well 
as the destruction of their propert: 


In the face of these new escalating atiacks, the Ministry 
of Defense alerts national and international public opin- 
ion to the disastrous consequences of this aggression, 
which is mounted against us by racist South Africa, and 
which does not contribute toward peace in the region. 


[Signed] Colonel General Pedro Maria Tonha Pedale, 
minister of defense. 
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UNITA Sets Up Government To Run Its Territories 
LD200255 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2305 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] UNITA has set up its own government to admin- 
ister the territories under its control. The swearing-in was 
attended by Portuguese reporters. The government is led 
by the vice president of UNITA, Jeremias Chitunda. 


UNITA Claims 17 Killed, MIG-20 Downed 20 Feb 
MB210645 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of liberated Angola, 21 
Feb (KUP)}—Fourteen dead soldiers of MPLA’s 25th 
Brigade and 2 Cuban bodies have been abandoned in the 
battlefield in intense fighting around Cuito Cuanavale 
Saturday 12:27 hours local time. 


UNITA chief of staff communique adds that a MIG-20 
jet fighter was shot 30 minutes afterwards and a Cuban 
pilot flying it crashed to his death when the plane fell 
down between Cuatir and Luassingua. 


In Luanda Province, a locomotive engine was destroyed 
in a UNITA forces ambush between Catete and Boto- 
mona along Angola railways in the first fifteen days of 
February. 


And after UNITA overran Luquembo outpost in 
Malange Province recently, then since 17th February 
they have occupied Quimbango and Capunda both situ- 
ated southeast of Malange. [sentence as received] 


UNITA has suffered two dead and nine wounded 
according to the communique. 


Mozambique 


‘Rebels’ Claim Pipeline Cut, 
MB181422 Umtata Capital R 
GMT 

18 Feb 88 


[Text] Mozambican rebels claim their forces have seized 
two Army outposts and have sabotaged the vital oil 
pipeline to Zimbabwe in three places. The rebels also 
claim to have ambushed a supply train carrying arms and 
ammunition to Zimbabwe troops, which are supporting 
Mozambican government forces. A rebel statement says 
25 Mozambican troops and 16 Zimbabweans were killed 
in fighting between 12 and 14 February in two central 
provinces. 


Train Ambushed 
io in English 1409 


Namibia 
Bomb E at Oshakati Bank; 15 Dead 
MB191404 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1403 GMT 
19 Feb 88 


[Text] Windhoek Feb 19 SAPA—At least 15 people have 
died and an undisclosed number were injured in an 
explosion today in a bank in Oshakati, northern SWA/Na- 
mibia. 
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Approximately 25kg of plastic explosive were used in the 
blast, according to a SWABC [South-West Africa Broad- 
casting Corporation] news broadcast. 


Radio Ovambo, an indigenous radio service, with offices 
in Oshakati, reports a death toll of 30, with many 
injured. 


According to a source in northern Namibia, the explo- 
sion occurred at about Ipm at a branch of the First 
National Bank, formerly Barclays, when the branch was 
packed with people. 


Police have now sealed the area off and no one is allowed 
on the scene. 


Sources said, though, that hospital services were still 
removing bodies from the scene. 


No one has yet claimed responsibility for the blast. 


SWAPO Denies Responsibility 
MBI yy Johannesburg SAPA in English 1538 GMT 
19 Feb 88 


[Text] Windhoek Feb 19 SAPA—SWAPO’s spokesman 
for publicity and information, Mr Hibipo Hamutemya, 
said SWAPO had nothing to do with today’s bomb blast at 
the First National Bank at Oshakati. 


In a brief statement from Luanda, he said: “The bomb is 
part of South Africa’s dirty propaganda campaign to 
smear the name of SWAPO.” 


Today’s blast,, the worst in SWA/Namibia, ripped 
through the bank in the northern town of Oshakati at 
Ipm, killing up to 15 and injuring at least 24 others. The 
death toll is said to be climbing as rescue workers were 
still removing bodies from the scene. Of those killed, one 
was a white woman, nine were black women and the rest 
were black men, according to SWABC. 


Most of the customers were employees of the Ovambo 
administration who had been paid today. 


The head of the Ovambo administration, Mr Peter 
Kalangula, has been criticised by SWAPO. 


Another source said the bank doors were locked at the 
time of the biast. He added that when the bank was full, 
the security personnel usually tocked the doors till those 
inside had been served before the next group were 
allowed in. 


SWAPO has denied involvement in the blast but so far, 
no one has claimed responsibility. 
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Republic of South Africa 


Air Force Attacks SWAPO Targets in la 
MB201051 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1049 GMT 


20 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 20 SAPA—South African Air Force 
fighter aircraft successfully carried out attacks on SWAPO 
targets at Lubango and Ondjiva in southern Angola early 
today, the chief of the SA Defence Force. General Jannie 
Geldenhuys, announced today. 


In a statement issued in Pretoria, Gen Geldenhuys said 
the attacks had been carried out in revenge following a 
SWAPO bomb which killed 18 innocent civilians and 
injured another 31 at a soft target in Oshakati yesterday 
afternoon. 


“Eight Mirage fighter aircraft today took part in an air 
attack on two targets near Lubango, about 300 km north 
of the SWA/Namibia border. These targets were 
SWAPO’s most important training centre in Anola, the 
Tobias Hainyeko Training Centre (THTC), and a terror- 
ist holding area about 10km west of there. 


“At the THTC SWAPO terrorists receive training in, 
among other things, the handling of explosives. This 
training centre can be regarded as the breeding ground 
for terrorism against the inhabitants of South West 
Africa/Namibia. 


“At the same time five Air Force Impala aircraft 
attacked SWAPO targets in Ondjiva. It was from here 
that SWAPO launched a number of attacks on the 
civilian population in SWA/Namibia recently. 


“By these attacks the security forces demonstrated their 
willingness never to allow SWAPO terrorism to go 
unpunished. Terrorists will be tracked down and 
destroyed. The security forces will also not hesitate to act 
in the country’s security interests against any terrorist 
Organisations outside the country where they skulk 
under the security umbrellas of other armed forces, just 
as SWAPO hides under FAPLA’s umbrella,” Gen Gel- 
denhuys said. 


Malan Defends Air Strikes 
MB201459 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1455 GMT 
20 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 20 SAPA—The swift action of the 
South African Defence Force this morning on SWAPO 
targets at Lubango and Ondjiva in southern Angola was in 
accordance with South Africa’s determination to elimi- 
nate terrorists, the minister of defence, Gen Magnus 
Malan, said today. 


“It doesn’t maiter whether they are SWAPO or ANC 
terrorists or where their hideouts are. With this action 
South Africa reaffirms its determination that no terror- 
ism, violence or revolution should be exported to South 
Africa’s area of responsibility. For that reason South 
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Africa cuts out the cancer of terrorism at its roots— 
namely training camps and bases. In this regard the 
SADF is used as an instrument of the state.” 


Gen Malan said governments of neighbouring states had 
repeatedly been requested and warned not to harbour 
terrorists. ““We hold nothing against the people of neigh- 
bouring countries; but they, too, should realize the 
dangers to which they expose themselves should they 
give terrorists support and heip.” 


On behalf of the South African Government, Gen Malan 
expressed condolences to the next of kin of those who 
were killed and sympathies to those who were wounded 
in the bomb explosion at Oshakati yesterday. 


Pilot Shot Down in 
MB220915 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0913 GMT 
22 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 22 SAPA—A SAAF [South African 
Air Force] pilot is missing in Angola after his aircraft was 
shot down on Saturday, Defence Headquarters 
announced in Pretoria today. 


Major Edward Richard Every’s plane was downed by 
ground fire during an air strike on Cuban and Angolan 
Government forces. 


The statement said: (text) 


Defence Headquarters announced in Pretoria today that 
Major Edward Richard Every (31) is missing after his 
aircraft was shot down during an air attack in south-east 
Angola late on Saturday afternoon. 


After the successful air strikes against SWAPO targets on 
Saturday morning, the Air Force was used again in an air 
attack on Cuban and FAPLA reinforcements which 
posed a potential threat to South African forces. During 
this operation, one aircraft, flown by Major Every, was 
struck by ground fire. (ends text) 


Casualty Claims Said ‘Blatant He sir 
M. “yy Johannesburg SAPA in English 1323 GMT 
20 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 20 SAPA—Wild Angolan claims 
recently that 140 South African soldiers have been killed, 
that six aircraft have been shot down and that there are 
more than 9000 soldiers in Angola are blatant propagan- 
da, South African Defence Headquarters in Pretoria said 
today. 


A statement by the SADF said: “The Defence Force as a 
matter of policy announces all its operational casualties 
after the next-of-kin have been informed. This policy is 
common knowledge. It is impossible to conceal opera- 
tional losses not to mention 140 of them as is claimed. 
The Defence Force has no reason to withhold or conceal 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


information about its losses, nor can this be done in the 
South African society where members of the Defence 
Force come from all levels of that society. 


“These claims are typical examples of the propaganda to 
which the minister of defence (Gen Magnus Malan) 
referred in Parliament last year. He said there appeared 
to be two leaders in the propaganda campaign, ANGOP 
in Angola and AIM in Mozambique. 


“Any rational person hearing claims like this latest one 
from ANGOP ought to reject them out of hand and very 
seriously question the motives of the organisations mak- 
ing them as well as people using them as if they were true. 


“The facts are that the Defence Force main‘ained a 
limited presence in southern Angola, and this presence 
primarily concerned South Africa’s intezests. This was 
clearly stated by the minister of defence (Gen Magnus 
Malan) in October 1987. This was also confirmed by the 
Defence Force in November last year in a statement that 
the Defence Force took limited action in support of 
UNITA and in South Africa’s own interests. 


“In December the chief of the Defence Force (Gen 
Jannie Geldenhuys) stated that the process of -vithdraw- 
ing from Angola had begun. It was stated that certain 
tasks had been successfully completed, and therefore the 
withdrawal process could begin. To place the correct 
perspective on the situation, the chief of the Defence 
Force also pointed out at the time that this was being 
done under operational circumstances and that extreme 
care had to be taken to ensure tl:e safety of the soldiers 
involved. 


“In addition, the minister of defence pointed out in a 
television interview that the determining factor in such a 
withdrawal is achieving all the pre-determined military 
objectives and then securing objectives before the with- 
drawal can be finally completed. 


“The withdrawal is a iong involved process under life- 
threatening circumsiances, which has to be meticulously 
planned and tactically carried out and may well include 
offensive action. The actions by the other side can also 
influence the way in which the withdrawal is being 
carried out. "It is impossible to put a firm time scale on 
a military withdrawal under these specific conditions. It 
is also not possible nor wise to endanger the military 
advantages gained, merely to speed up a withdrawal. 
This being an ongoing military operation, the untimely 
release of information which the enemy could use, like 
time scales, can jeopardise the safety of our forces. 


“Concern for the soldiers involved and the maintenance 
of that which has been achieved is of primary impor- 
tance in this process, so much so that the chief of the 
Defence Force, the chief of the Army, the chief of the Air 
Force, the surgeon-genera! and other senior officers 
reg'larly visit the area to satisfy themselves that all is 
going according to plan,” the statement said. 
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Pik Botha, Malan Vow Terrorism Defense 
MB191925 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1835 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[“Report” introduced by Kollie var. Colier on the “Net- 
work” program] 


[Text] [Coller, in Afrikaans] We have just received the 
following report. Foreign Minister Pik Botha und Defense 
Minister Magnus Malan have visiied the area along the 
border with Zimbabwe. The two ministers visiied the 
farm near Messina where extensive damage was caused 
last week during an attack by terrorists. Both ministers 
gave an emphatic assurance that South Africa wil! in 
future not tolerate any form of terrorism or violence from 
neighboring countries. 


[Begin video recording] [Malan in English] We are not in 
a situation of bei..g against Zimbabwe as such, but I have 
made a statement, a public statement, saying that wher- 
ever the ANC might be in Africa, we will do what is 
necessary. | am afraid we have to think in terms of 
crossing the river next time, and not withholding the 
troops. It is in the interests of our people living on this 
side. We are not against Zimbabwe at all. It is a question 
of the safety and security of the community. 


[Botha in Afrikaans] We are portrayed as the great 
destabilizers. There are even newspapers and certain 
elements in our Own country which support this view. 
We are the ones. We are the destabilizers. We are 
expected to sit still when attacks of this nature take place 
and we are expected to talk politely. But polite talk does 
not help. We see it here today, that talk does not help. 
When, in all earnestness, one uses the correct channels— 
foreign affairs—and sends them a note saying this inci- 
dent has taken place, it 1s serious, we ask you to try and 
find the perpetrators. When we do this, we are shouted 
at, told we are lying. We have now informed certain 
Western governments that we are tired of their accusa- 
tions that we are the destabilizers. 


I have now also sent a message to Mozambique because 
I am just as tired of their accusations. These countries 
must now begin to govern themselves and give attention 
to their roads, bridges, schools, clinics, hospitals, and 
agriculture. If they are so concerned about human 
beings, then it is surprising that their own people are 
dying by the thousands of hunger and disease. And these 
“me people of theirs are crossing into our country by the 
hundreds of thousands, in order to seek employment 
here. From now on, we will not fight ideological battles 
with these people. We will not because all they do is 
shout: apartheid. In ‘uture we will use every opportunity 
to expose to the worid their poor administration, the 
mess they are making of their administrative systems. 


{Malan in Afrikaans] I object to Zimbabwe's allegations 
that this attack has been planned by South Africa and 
launched by South Africa. I ask them now, that particu- 
lar incident which took place nhere—I niean, the farm's 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


name was something like Hammershap—was it also 
South Africa? I ask them the same question about what 
happened this afternoon at the First National Bank in.... 


[Botha in Afrikaats, interrupting] Oshakati. Fourteen 
people killed. 


[Malan] When many people were killed was it South 
Africa again? In other words, is each attack that takes 
place in South Africa done by South Africa? I think ii 
was a gloss by them over their inability to govern a 
country. 


[Botha] We cannot bring peace to southern Africa and 
we cannot make progress if this violence continues. 
Thus, action should be taken against violence. Even if it 
has to turn the whole world against us. Even if we get 
more boycotts and sanctions. | am not advocating this 
against us. We are trying to prevent it with a reasonable 
attitude. Boycotts and sanctions can cripple you eco- 
nomically and probably delay your economic growth. 
But, to capitulate to pressure of this nature means the 
whole of southern Africa will ultimately be ruled by 
violence. As far as | am concerned, those who take over 
government through violence should bear in mind that 
they will have to continue governing with violence, and 
will be replaced by violence. We are not prepared to do 
this. It’s serious. It must be stopped now. [end video 
recording} 


t of Hot Pursuit Into Zimbabwe Reserved 
MB191648 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1642 GMT 


19 Feh 88 


[Text] Messina Feb 19 SAPA—South Africa had reserved 
the right to launch hot pursuit of terrorists into Zimba- 
bwe, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said 
today. 


He was on a visit to the Messina farm of Mr Syril Fisher, 
where five alleged terrorists carried out a rocket attack 
last weekend. The attackers are alleged to have crossed 
the border from Zimbabwe. 


He told local farmers the South African Government had 
had enough of Zimbabwe dismissing allegations of ter- 
rorist incursion as a joke. 


“We have now reserved the right to act without liaison 
with them next time, as the circumstances may require.” 


Mr Botha was accompanied by the minister of defence, 
Gen Magnus Malan. 
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Commentary Counsels Increased Regi Cooperation 
MB220529 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 22 Feb 88 


[Station commentary} 


[Text] In the past year or so there has been a discernible 
trend among certain southern African leaders towards 
more aggressive outbursts against South Africa, character- 
ized by an increasing disregard for the truth of accusa- 
tions. Some observers have attributed it to the seriously 
worsening economic and security situation in the coun- 
tries concerned. Whether o: not it is explained by the 
scapegoat syndrome, the fact remains that adopting such 
an attitude is foolishly shortsighted in a subcontinent 
where the vital interests of neighboring countries are so 


closely interdependent. 


The behavior of President Joaquim Chissano of Mozam- 
bique is a case in point. His attack on South Africa last 
week, in response to a proposal for holding a southern 
African peace conference, was altogether in keeping with 
what has become largely a diplomacy of aggression in his 
relationship with Pretoria. In the last few months alone 
he has accused South Africa of reducing Mozambiq ‘to 
its present plight by waging an undeclared war against it, 
of sabotaging the aircraft in which President Samora 
Machel died, and of never having respected the Nkomati 
A\ccord between the two countries. 


Each of these statements was a verifiable lie. Ironically 
President Chissano himself admitted to Mr Franz-Josef 
Strauss recently that it was not South Africa, but certain 
countries in Europe and South America that wer the 
real force behind the rebel movement Renamo. As for 
the Machel aircraft crash, an international tribuna!, in 
identifying the true culprits, established beyond doubt 
that South Africa had had nothing to do with it. It was 
also President Chissano who gave the lie to his accusa- 
tion concerning the Nkomati Accord when he asked Mr 
Strauss to petition the South African Government to 
extend its already generous assistance in giving employ- 
ment to tens of thousands of jobless Mozambicans. 


In fact it is well known that South Africa’s assistance to 
Mozambique, in the spirit of the Nkomati Accord, has 
gone much further. It has included additions to, and 
rebui!ding and maintenance of, railways; modernization 
and management aid in respect of Maputo harbor, 
regular maintenance and repair work on aircraft of 
Mozambique’s national airline; soft loans and the sec- 
ondmen* of technicians; participation in a joint study on 
restoring electricity supplies from Cahora Bassa; provi- 
sion of veterinary expertise and supplies. Ambitious 
plans drafted by South African experts to help Mozam- 
bique build a lucrative tourist industry are in abeyance 
only because of that country’s security problems. Last 
week medical authorities from the two countries con- 
ferred in Maputo on further cooperation in dealing with 
communicable diseases. 
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And there 1s more. South Africa has given abundant 
proof of its commitment to exploring avenues for coop- 
eration in southern Africa, regardless of differences 
between countries. it has been consistently low-key in its 
reaction to bellicose behavior, playing it down, seeking 
instead to concentrate on healing rifts and steering a 
relationship to one of recognizing common interests in 
order to work together for the common good. 


It has to be faced that certain leaders of neighboring 
States have ot responded to this approach. Even while 
quietly accepting and encouraging economic and other 
ties from which their own countries would benefit, they 
have grown more stridently aggressive in their public 
diplomacy. It ts a dangerously naive course, in their own 
interests they ought to reconsider. 


Police Issue Unrest Report C 19 Feb 
MB200703 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0657 GMT 
20 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 20 SAF A—Following is the SA Police 
unrest report. 


“At Moramaing, Dewetsdorp, a group of youths stoned a 
municipal vehicle. One black man was arrested. 


“At Yeovilie, a coloured residential area in Vredenburg, 
a private dwelling was damaged during a petrol bomb 
attack. 


“At Wembezi, Escourt, a large group of blacks gathered 
illegally. They refused to disperse when requested to do 
so by security forces. Tearsmoke was used to disperse 
them. 


“At Mphumalanga, in Pietermaritzburg two houses were 
damaged when attacked with petrol bombs. 


“At KwaMakutha, Durban, shots were fired by unknown 
persons on a private dwelling. One black man was fatally 
wounded. Another black man and a black female were 
seriously wounded.” 


Unrest Report for 20 Feb 
MR210717 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0636 GMT 
21 Feb &8 


[Text] Pretoria Feb 21 SAPA—The bodies of two black 
men who had apparently died from stab wounds were 
found at Taylor's Halt in Natal in the quietest Saturday 
since the present unrest started in the country. The SA 
Police lizison division said in its overnight report today. 


Unrest Report for 21 Feb 
MB220720 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0717 GMT 
22 Feb 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Feb 22, SAPA—{Here is the police unrest 
report for yesterday issued by the SA? public relations 
division in Pretoria). 
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At KwaThema (Springs) two private houses were exten- 
sively damaged in separate petrolbomb attacks. Police 
arrested an | S-year-old man and a 16-year-old youth in 
connection with one of the incidents. 


At Claremont (Pinetown) a large group of blacks 
attacked a house. After firing a number of shots at the 
dwelling they set it alight. They also slashed the tyres of 
a vehicle belonging to the owncr of te house. Extensive 
was caused to the property. The owner was 
admitted to hospital with injuries to his arm and leg. 


In another incident tn the area, a group of blacks fired a 
number of shots at three security guards at a shop. They 
were wounded and admitted to hospital. At this stage the 
extent of the injuries is not known. 


At Bhongwen: (Kokstad) a group of blacks stoned a 
police vehicle. A shot was fired and the group dispersed. 
One black man was wounded and arrested. 


At Slangspruit (Pietermaritzburg) arsonists caused 
extensive damage to a private house. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB201107 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Sees Powerless Future for Independent Party — 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English for 19 Februa 
discounts the growth possibilities for the recently 
announced Independent Party, declaring in a page 6 
editorial that “we cannot see it growing into a lusty 
Organisation Commanding any great allegiance.” “We 
doubt the Indepeadent Party will do well in the next 
election, even though the New Republic Party is likely to 
throw in its lot with it.” The paper criticizes the party's 
fornder, Denis Worrall, asserting “Dr Worrall has no 
special policy....Since it will not be in a position of power, 
negotiating with the new party would be a futile exercise ” 
“There is much talk about a left-wing opposition alliance, 
but the NDM [National Democratic Movement] is not on 
good terms with Dr Worrall and his crowd; the NDM gave 
a home to three dissident Progs [Progressive Federal 
Party], a step the Progs consider unforgivable, and Dr 
Worrall himself has written off the PFP as irrelevant- 
.... The real battle in white politics is between the reformist 
National Party and the back-to-apartheid Conservative 
Party. The rest don’t count.” 


STA.R Urges Settlement in Namibia — “Death by terror 
in 'Windhoek...these attempts to upset the rationality of 
se‘tlement in Namibia should not be allowed to achieve 
their goal,” comments a page ® eaitorial in Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 20 February. “South Africa 
should allow the internal parties and SWAPO to take 
part in UN-sponsored elections....". “The death of five 
more young servicemen in Angola this week was a stark 
reminder of the risks and costs, human and material, 
attaching to the role Pretoria has chosen to play in the 
two territories far to the north of our legitimate borders.” 
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RSA Should Abandon Destabilization — ~Destabilisa- 
tion is writ large across the sub--ontrnent,” says Harvey 
Tyson in “Undercurrent Affairs” on the same page. “No 
matter how much Pretoria denies the small-prnt 
explaining who precisely is doing what to whom, the fact 
and the fear of South African destabilisation remain.” 
“If outside intervention...can persuade Angola to settle 
for peaceful internal solutions...it may be possible to stop 
the current nightmare....” The solution “involves an enc 
to lies and deceit in the various sub-continental capiial- 
s...and an end to the paranoid distrust that exists every- 
where.” “An honest, single-purpose policy would allow 
South Africa genuinely to co-operate with the SADCC in 
rebuilding neighbouring states.” 


Conservatives Gaining Ground on Natio: alists — The 
National Party “is in deadly earnest about trying to gain 
full control for the first time of Johannesburg City 
Council,” notes John Patten in “The Independent” on 
the same page. “It means the Nationalists are gearing 
themselves for one of the longest and most bitter election 
campaigns at every level thai they have fought™ since 
1948. “The Conservative Party is on the march, and the 
Nationalists know it.” “It begins to look as if the 
Nationalists are abandoning the option of staging the 
parliamentary tricameral general elections virtually 
simultaneously with the municipal elections in Octo- 
ber...” “The reluctant strategy now seems to be to play 
for time, take municipal election setbacks on the chin..., 
suspend reform.... act tough against terror incursions 
and internal unrest to win white applause (no matter the 
damage it does in black ranks), and proceed with a 
redelimitation to give the Nationalists the best chance of 
clinging to power. The NF has virtually abandoned hope 
of winning the approaching by-elections.” “The govern- 
ment is in a life or death struggle with the CP. It is a 
battle the CP ts beginning to win.” 


CITY PRESS: Evictions Set People Against Elections — 
“Does the government—which is so keen to see the 
municipal elections succeed—expect anyone, after” this 
week's evictions in White City, Soweto, “to go to the 
polls smiling on October 25 and cast his vote for a 
councillor?” asks Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English 
on 2i February [date as published] in a page 8 editorial. 
“Surely there must be another way of resolving this rent 
crisis, other than resorting to strong-arm ta_tics?” “We 
do not for one moment condone non-payment of essen- 
tial services fees by residents. But can there not be a 
decent and civilised way of persuading people to pay 
without humiliating them?” 


NSC No Solation to Black Wants —— “The decision this 
week by two homeland leaders to reject participation in 
the government's National Statutory Council [I¥SC] 
should be a clear indication to all that the government 
has not yet properly addressed itself to what blacks in 
this country want,” remarks a second editorial on the 
same page. Chris Heunis “must realise that calling those 
people who oppose his reform policy ‘radicals and a,j- 
tators’ is not good enough.” “We have always said that 
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the government wants to dw things for the black people 
and not with them.” “If Mr Botha wants the NSC to 
work, he should simply release all political prisoners... 
unban all political orgznisations. and call for round-table 
talks before it is too late ~ 


Press Review for 22 February 
MB22i045 [Editorial Report} 


SUNDAY STAR: Homelands Expensive Failure — “Born 
out of an extraordinary exercise in social engineering 
South Africa’s homelands are monuments of shame and 
fodder for cynical jokes.” says the page 10 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English on 21! 
February. “Instead of providing the ultimate apartheid 
solution \9 swart gevaar [black threat], the homelands 
have become a bleeding wound in the fiscal side. And the 
taxpayer cannoi be expected to pick up the bill without a 


fight.” 


RSA Losing Patience With Neighbors — Gerald L’ Ange 
writes on the same page that “Pretoria has clearly lost 
patience with its unfriendly neighbours and with efforts 
to improve relations with them.” South Africa “sees 
itself as a regional power and is now more determined 
than ever to act like one.” L’Ange points out that the 
South African involvement in the Cuito Cuanavale bat- 
tle may have been substantia! (though almost certainly 
not as large as the 6,000 troops claimed by Luanda) and 
certainly has been effective. The objective appears to be 
to prevent the MPLA forces from launching another 
offensive against UNITA this year and to increase the 
pressure on the MPLA to negotiate a settlement with 
UNITA. Such a settlement would almost certainly 
strengthen South Africa's position as a regional power.” 


Qwelane Critical of Parliament — “As far as some of us 
are concerned Parliament has become irrelevant, more 
so now than ever before.” remarks Jon Qwelane in the 
“Just Jon™ column on page ! 5. Parliament 1s “the easiest 
place to go and earn a corhfortable living for absolutely 
no work.” “Rule by decree has rendered Parliarnent no 
more than a convenience for the Nationalists. In theory 
South Africa is ruled by a body of elected parliamentar- 
ians, in practice it is a handful of politicians assisted by 
a select group of powerful men—the State Security 
Council—who are at the helm.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 01 Corruption — “President Botha’s 
concern about permissiveness and f..ting moral stan- 
dards is prai eworthy. although there 1s a msk that the 

‘clean-up’ campaign wi!) lead to silly cxcesses 
once it filters down through the various levels of func- 
tionaries,” notes Johannesburg SUNDA‘ TIMES in 
English on 2' February in a page 24 editorial. However, 
“the government must declare a renewed crusade against 
corruption wherever 11 may be found—within our bor- 
ders or in neighbouring states that rely on our resources. 
It must be backed by the nght sort of investigative task 
force and -udicial penalties ~ 


1? 
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Economic Policy Beneficial to Blacks — Harald Paken- 
dorf says on the same page that “seldom has a govern- 
ment announcement been greeted with so much enthu- 
siasm as the state president's on privatisation.” “It is a 
drastic move away from a form of state capitalism to 
what business hopes will be a real free market 
approach.” Pakendorf questions how 11 wil! benefit black 
South Africans since blacks “own noihing, dislike big 
business, are mostly handed tokens but no substance, 
and suspect that business and state have the same 
interest. Now is the time ‘or business and the govern- 
ment to look forward, and to reali: . that the ANC has no 
clear economic policy and that therefore shaping future 
economic approaches is possible mght now. Now is the 
tume for business and government to get together and see 
what kind of stake blacks can get as assets are soid off.” 


Growth Necessary Before Democracy — Political oc m- 
mentator Otto Krause writes on the same page that “we 
now have far too little growth and something close to 
economic stagnation.” “It 1s clear a lot more growth 1s 
needed before we can safely contemplate steps towards 
opening up our limited democracy (even ignoring the 
deeper problem of a country of competing nationalisms, 
which further complicate our situation}.” To demand 
democracy or “even pretend that one 1s negotiating 
towards democracy” at this stage is “to court even more 
trouble. Were full democracy prematurely instituted 
here and now, it could only mean an aborted future for 
all—a political and economic tragedy lke Argentina all 
over again.” 


STAR Condemns Education Cuts — “The recent cuts in 
university subsidies, sudden and savage, are another 
example of misplaced prionties.”” remarks Johannesburg 
THE STAR in Engiish on 22 Februar, im a page 12 
editoriai. Presiccx1 Botha “should icll his minister of 
national educstion, Mr F.W. de Klerk to lay off the 
universities. He should look to cutting expenditure on 
defence and on the bottomless pits of corrupt home- 
ands. And he should stop wasting taxpayers’ micney 
duplicating facilities to prop up the failed policy of 
apartheid. If he did, he would probably have the money 
to pay a lear and effective public service proper’y.” 


BUSINESS DAY Notes Decay of Rule of Law — Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 22 February says 
in a page 10 editorial that the “moral decay” in South 
Africa is “far more fundamental than a flash of nudity or 
four-letter words in a film: it 1s a disease rotting the very 
heart of this country.” The military has “turned national 
deception into an art form, no-one knows any more quite 
where we are fighting. and with what aim. The only 
constant is that few still believe a word the Defence 
Force says.” The police have also been “regarded with 
deep suspicion by a large part of the population.” “It 1s 
tume the best recovered passconate intensity, focused on 
re-establishing the rule of law. It was the abandonment 
of that orincip'e. initially through decades of implemen- 
tation of immoral policy by the state. but now seeded 
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throughout society, that brought us to this dilemma. 
Normality lies in a return to the rule of law, with the full 
accountability that implies.” 


UNITA Key to Southern African Agreement — Staniey 
Uys writes from London on the same page that there has 
been speculation over whether Pretoria “will sit down 
with Moscow and come to an agreement over one or 
other aspect of the southern African conflict. The West 
will then be left watching from the sidelines.” Uys 
believes this is unlikely since the “Soviet Union has a 
reputation to uphold, particularly in the Third World, as 
an enemy of apartheid.” “The Soviet Union does not 
want to do anything in southern Africa that will bring it 
into sharp conflict with the West, and particularly with 
the U.S.” Therefore, “it seems to be that if there is to be 
a peace settlement in southern Africa, it will have to start 
in Angola. This is where the ‘Soviet card’ might be 
played, although not in the form in which it is usually 
discussed. The Soviet Union, clearly, is in the mood for 
a southern African settlement. It has had enough of 
supporting bankrupt clients, who turn out to be unreli- 
able socialists anyway; it knows that even if it provides 
massive military support for Angola it cannot ensure an 
MPLA victory over the combined UNITA-SADF forces; 
it certainly does not want to tangle with the SADF on a 
major scale; and there is no evidence whatever that it is 
prepared to have a direct confrontation with the West 
over SA.” 


SOWETAN Critical of CP-NP Television Debate — 
Commenting on the proposed television debate sched- 
uled for 29 February between NP leader in the Transvaal 
F.W. de Klerk and CP leader Andries Treurnicht, Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN says in its page 4 editorial: “The 
two gentlemen are basically in agreement: It is the 
interests of the white community that come first and for 
that apartheid is essential. Their only difference is: Do 
we use the crude version or the more sophisticated 
version?” “If the SABC really wants to contribute some- 
thing meaningful to South Africa’s future, it should bring 
all shades of opinion into the debate about this country 
and refuse to be used by the National Party to get rid of 
an embarrassment.” 


RAPPORT on CP Violence Stance — “The last thing we 
would like to say is that CP leader Andries Treurnicht is 
preaching violence,” remarks a page 28 editorial in 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 21 February. 
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However, “when he warns that ‘a tiger is being aroused 
in the Afrikaner’ then he is providing enough uncertainty 
about his stand with regard to the justification for 
violence.” RAPPORT believes that “Treurnicht is really 
arousing something in the Afrikaner—not a tiger, but his 
references to violence are influencing more Afrikaners to 
be intolerant of others, and causing accommodation of 
frequently clashing aspirations to be beyond their 
grasp.” 


BURGER on Economic Reform Plan — Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 18 February in a page 12 
editorial notes the government “earnestness to get the 
economy into gear. The decision not to increase the 
salaries of members of Parliament should strengthen the 
confidence of the private sector.” “Hopefully it will be 
seen that the economic reform plans will create new 
capital which can mean greater prosperity for the coun- 
try as a whole. Economic reform must be the foundation 
for further social and constitutional reform.” 


BEELD Criticai of Worrall Policy — A page 8 editorial 
in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 19 February 
says “Dr Denis Worrall’s story last week that he 1s 
returning to South African party politics not to hurt the 
NP, is mercifully exposed. The idea of a sort of benevo- 
lent semi-opposition cannot exist: A person is either in a 
party or outside it.”’ ““There is indeed a need for left-wing 
leadership in South Africa following the PFP decline. Dr 
Worrall would like to be the rescuer. but the vagueness of 
his policy and the activity surrounding him convinces 
one he is not to be.” 


Kuhn on AWB Terrorist Claims — Willie Kuhn writes in 
the “Political Image” column on the same page: “How 
dare Dr Treurnicht accuse the NP of projecting the AWB 
as a terrorist organization? No, if the AWB or anyone 
else chooses that path it will be of their own doing. The 
NP prefers to ensure the rights of the the people (note: 
not only of the Afrikaner) through acceptable political 
methods. How dare Dr Treurnicht say the people are 
being forced to accept a constitution? How can they be 
forced when two thirds of the white voters (on behalf of 
whom the AWB and CP want to speak) approved the 
new constitution?” “The government walks the consti- 
tutional and democratic path in its reform plan. The 
government does not talk of violence and ‘liberation 
politics’. It is the government that fights terrorism and 
tries to ensure security for its people.” 


FBIS-AFR-88-034 
22 February 1988 


Ivory Coast 


Bedie Lauds Stability, Shuns ‘Imbecile Rumors’ 
AB211029 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] A cultural center built at a cost of 60 million 
CFA francs by the Ouragahio Municipal Council was 
inaugurated yesterday morning by Henri Konan Bedie, 
the speaker of the National Assembly. [passage omitted] 
Mr Henri Konan Bedie reaffirmed his commitment to the 
policies of President Houphouet-Boigny and called for 
unity and mobilization around the head of state. 


{Begin Bedie recording] It is my hope that this center will 
become a fruitful sanctuary of the Ivorian culture, which 
unites us and strengthens the nation. I am happy with 
this mobilization, which illustrates perfectly the under- 
standing that exists among all the residents of this area, 
united for the progress of the town. Yes, progress can 
only be achieved through unity, hard work, peace, and 
stability. Ouragahio, like all the towns in our country, 
has certain obligations to fulfill. This is why we the local 
elected representatives, and we the national elected 
representatives, together with the people who elected us, 
reaffirm our commitment to the head of state, President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny. [applause] We shun the cam- 
paigns of disinformation, the imbecile rumors, and the 
propaganda of lies. Ivory Coast’s political stability will 
last forever. [applause] We remain constant and unshak- 
able in our determination to maintain national cohesion 
and mobilization around President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


No Official Reaction to Beirut Bomb Incident 
AB211357 Paris AFP in French 1336 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Text] Abidjan, 21 Feb (AFP)}—No official reaction was 
reported here early this afternoon in the wake of a bomb 
explosion early today in front of the residence of the 
Ivorian ambassador in Beirut, observers note in the Ivo- 
rian economic capital. In the absence of newspapers 
(which are not published on Sundays), the other state 
media—radio and television—did not report the news in 
their Sunday midday newscasts. 


Observers believe that the Ivorian Government will 
probably prefer to remain silent and avoid publicity 
about this affair with a view to safeguarding relations 
between Ivorians and the large Lebanese community, 
Officially estimated at 60,000 people but which actually 
numbers three times more and is entrenched in many 
economic sectors of the country. The bomb, which had 
been placed in front of the Ivorian diplomat’s residence, 
= at 0045 GMT causing material damage, it is 
recalled. 


Liberia 
NDPL Official Interviewed on Chairmanship Issue 


AB181916 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 16 Feb 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There has been a new spate of tussling and strug- 
gling for power within the ranks of Liberia’s ruling party, 
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the NDPL [National Democratic Party of Liberia]. The 
maneuvering is for the powerful post of party chairman 
which will be finalized at the congress later this year. The 
person who’s been the acting chairman of the NDPL 
during this period is Miatta Sherman, and there have been 
some pretty heated moments during her tenure. Well, she 
must be a disappointed woman, since Liberia’s President 
Doe announced on Monday [15 February] that her name 
was not among those he’s chosen to put forward for the 
post of chairman proper. 


Prince Toe is the national chairman of the NDPL task 
force which in the past has been blamed for the harass- 
ment of opposition political parties. On the line to 
Monrovia, Robin White asked Prince Toe what he 
thought of Miatta Sherman’s exclusion from the list of 
nominees. 


[Begin recording] [Toe] Well, it came to me by surprise. 
As chairman of the task force of the NDPL, it was very 
surprising to me to see the Honorable Miatta Sherman’s 
name left out, but God knows best. Anyway, I will appeal 
to our dynamic and prolific standard-bearer, His Excel- 
lency Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, so that she will run as 
chairman of the party. 


[White] So, are you upset that she has been excluded? 


[Toe] Well, when I think about the party, the status of the 
party, Miatta Sherman is very politically matured, as | 
see it, and she has really brought the party to that status 
that will forever win elections in Liberia. 


[White] So why do you think she has been excluded? 


[Toe] Well, I really don’t know why she has been 
excluded, but I pray that the Lord (?touches) our dynam- 
ic, prolific, astute, and indefatigable standard-bearer for 
him to really reconsider the name Miatta Edith Sherman 
so that we will always win elections and elections to 
come. 


[White] She has made some political enemies, hasn’t she, 
in the short term that she has been acting chairman of 
the party? 


[Toe] No, she has not made any political enemies. 


[White] Wasn’t there some talk a little while back of 
people within your own NDPL task force trying to attack 
her or kill her? 


[Toe] Yes, this is true. These are disgruntled elements 
but they have been dismissed by me and we are still 
together and we are still moving and we have more 
memberships now in the NDPL task force as we are 
87,000 now. 


[White] Have you been int touch with the president? You 
are saying you are going to appeal. What have you 
actually done? 
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[Toe] No, I have not got in touch with the president yet 
because I’m still busy officially trying to mobilize, you 
see, because politics is people and I believe in mobiliza- 
tion. 


[White] Are you hopeful that the president might change 
his mind? 


[Toe] Yes, I am hopeful. I am hopeful that the president 
might change his mind. I am hopeful, I am really hopeful 
and I pray to the Almighty God to touch his heart and 
add the name Miatta Edith Sherman to the nominees. 


[White] If the president doesn’t change his mind, could it 
be that you yourself might lose your job? 


[Toe] No, I will not lose my job. I will not lose my job, 
because I am doing my job well. But I am thinking about 
the stability of the party. I am thinking of the betterment 
of the party. [end recording] 


Official Suspended for Interview 
AB181939 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 18 Feb 8&8 


[Text] The chairman of the special task force of the 
National Democratic Party of Liberia [NDPL], Mr Prince 
Toe, has been suspended indefinitely for holding an 
unauthorized interview with the BBC on Tuesday, 16 
February. According to Liberia Broadcasting System, in a 
letter to Mr Toe, the acting chairman of the NDPL, Miss 
Miatta Sherman, cautioned Mr Toe to govern himself 
accordingly until otherwise informed. The suspension 
takes immediate effect according to the letter. 


In the BBC “Focus on Africa” program on Tuesday, Mr 
Toe regretted the decision to exclude the party's acting 
chairman, Miatta Sherman, from the list of due nomi- 
nees for the party’s chairmanship and said he would 
appeal to the president to reconsider his decision. Mean- 
while, Mr (Chea Toe), the vice national chairman of the 
task force, has been appointed acting chairman of the 
special task force. 


Nigeria 
Government A New Agricultural Policy 
AB192158 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] A new national agricultural policy for the country 
was launched in Lagos today. The objective of the policy 
is to make Nigeria self-sufficient in agricuitural produc- 
tion and input as soon as possible. It also recognizes the 
small-scale farmer as the centerpiece of the country’s 
agricultural program. The policy seeks to place a great 
percentage of agricultural activities in the hands of the 
private sector. 


In a message read at the launching of the policy, Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangida noted that the country’s agri- 
culture had performed below expectation due to frequent 
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changes in policy directions and the misconception of 
government’s role in that sector. Indications of such 
state of affairs, the president pointed out, could be found 
in the low contribution of the agricultural sector to the 
Gross Domestic Product, which fell from 61 percent in 
1954 to 18 percent in 1980. General Babangida said that 
it was for this reason that government embarked upon a 
fundamental restructuring of the economy to remove the 
obstacles. 


In a keynote address, the minister of agriculture, Major 
General Gado Nasko, said that the new policy was an 
articulate document designed to put an end to the 
haphazard and incoherent implementation which char- 
acterized the past agricultural policies. He gave the 
assurance that all institutions of the ministry were geared 
to the successful execution of the objectives of the new 


policy. 
Senegal 


Security Officials Arrest 2 Libyan ‘Agents’ 
AB210810 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Text] In Senegal, according to a SENEGALESE PRESS 
AGENCY, APS, dispatch quoting reliable sources, Libyan 
agents have tried to illegally enter Senegal in the past 48 
hours. Two of them, carrying weapons and explosives, 
were arrested in the night of 19 to 20 February 1988 at 
Dakar-Yoff Airport by Senegalese security officials. They 
had come from Cotonou via Abidjan. 


Government Spokesman Confirms Arrests 
AB211302 Paris AFP in French 1234 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] Dakar, 21 Feb (AFP)}—Two Libyan nationals in 
possession of weapons and explosive devices were 
arrested Friday [19 February] to Saturday night at Dakar- 
Yoff Airport, Senegalese Government spokesman Mr 
Djibo Ka confirmed today to AFP. The two men, whose 
identities have not been revealed, came from Cotonou via 
Abidjan. Official sources did not give any details about 
the identities of the men nor about the quantity of 
weapons and explosives seized. [passage omitted] 


3d Libyan Reportedly Arrested 
LD211512 Paris International Service in French 
1245 GMT 21 Feb 88 


[Text] Senegal, Libyan nationals were arrested at Dakar 
Airport on Friday night. The two men, who had come 
from Cotonou via Abidjan, were in possession of arms 
and explosives. But that is not all: The Senegalese minister 
of communications has disclosed to our special correspon- 
dents that a third Libyan was intercepted Thursday. 
Minister Djibo Ka was questioned by correspondent 
Stephen Smith and Robert Minangois: 


[Begin recording] [Ka] On the night of 19 to 20 February, 
Senegalese security officials arrested two Libyan agents 
carrying arms and explosives at Dakar-Yoff airport. 
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These agents came from Cotonou via Abidjan. An inves- 
tigation is currently underway. In 48 hours | hope to be 
able to give you the precise identity of these agents. 


[Correspondent] Was it a scheduled flight from Coto- 
nou? 


[Ka] It was a scheduled flight, but I would add that 24 
hours before these agents were arrested at Dakar-Yoff 
Airport we intercepted another Libyan agent at Kidira in 
eastern Senegal. He had come from Bamako by train and 
was Carrying a fake docuument—a fake Malian passport. 
He had arrived in Bamako by plane from Tripoli. That is 
the new fact I wanted to give you. [end recording] 


tist Supporters Reportedly Arrested 
AB191539 Paris AFP in French 1420 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Text] Dakar, 19 Feb (AFP)}—Four gendarmes, two non- 
commissioned officers of the Army, and three police 
sergeants accused of supporting the separatist movement 
of the Casamance region (southern Senegal) were arrested 
early this month, it was learned from an informed source 
in Dakar. Meanwhile, a Senegalese civilian, Moussa 
Mbaye, accused of having recruited mercenaries on behalf 
of Gambian opposition leader Kukoi Samba Sanyang (the 
author of the 1980 abortive coup in “he Gambia who has 
sought refuge in Libya), was also arrested early this 
month, the same source said. 


The group of gendarmes, noncommissioned officers, and 
policemen, who had been meeting and paying contribu- 
tions for the Casamance separatist movement, will be 
tried by the State Security Court on charges of reestab- 
lishing the dissolved league and of being a threat to state 
security, the same source explained. 


Mr Mbaye, who had succeeded in recruiting three Sene- 
galese whose whereabouts could not be accounted for 
since their arrival in Libya, will be tried for recruiting 
mercenaries on Senegalese territory, informed sources 
indicate. Observers note -that his arrest followed the 
announcement on 26 January of the discovery in The 
Gambia of preparations for a pro-Libyan conspiracy 
headed by Kukoi Samba Sanyang. 


High School Students Strike Throughout Country 
AB1I91625 Paris AFP in French 1548 GMT 19 Feb 88 


[Excerpts] Dakar, 19 Feb (AFP)}—Almost all Senegalese 
high schools are on strike today following a strike staged 
by high school students in Dakar and that rapidly 
extended to all high schools in the country. This incident 
occurs just 9 days before the presidential and legislative 
elections of 28 February, reliable sources disclosed. 


Out of the 26 high schools in Senegal, only | high school, 
the Fatick High School (150 km south of Dakar) was 
open this morning. In Dakar, large contingents from the 
gendarmerie have been on the alert since yesterday in 
front of the main high schools of the capital, but no 
incident occurred today. 
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The Senegalese minister of national education, inter- 
viewed by AFP, refused to comment on the situation in 
the high schools. [passage omitted] 


Mr Wade, presidential candidate of the Senegalese Dem- 
ocratic Party (PDS-liberal), was welcomed in Ziguinchor 
(southern part of the country) yesterday by several high 
school students chanting slogans in his favor. 


General assemblies have been held every 72 hours to 
consider the continuation of the student unrest which, by 
this morning, still had not touched the university which 
has about 13,000 students and where, in January 1987, 
violent clashes took place between demonstrators and 
the police. 


Classes to Resume 22 Feb 
AB201637 Paris AFP in French 1616 GMT 20 Feb 88 


[Text] Dakar, 20 Feb (AFP)}—Minister of Education Iba 
Der Thiam announced to AFP today that an agreement 
has been signed between representatives of high school 
students, who have been on strike since the beginning of 
the month, and the Ministry of National Education for the 
resumption of classes next week. Out of the 26 high 
schools in Senegal, 20 were still on strike today, Mr Thiam 
stated. 


The agreement, which was signed by the regional coor- 
dination bureau of the students of Dakar mandated by 
the national movement, is on a series of claims concern- 
ing, in particular, technical education, the problem of 
scholarships, the reintegration of expelled students, and 
the future of some controversial teachers. According to 
this agreement, the students’ delegates agreed to end the 
strike after the general assemblies scheduled to take 
place on 22 February in the high schools. 


The strike, which is quasiendemic at this time of the year 
in Senegal, began following some minor demands in 
three high schools, before spreading to most high schools 
in February. However, it did not spread to the Univer- 
sity of Dakar, with more than 13,000 students, which 
was paralyzed at this same time last year by a strike that 
lasted more than | month and which was characterized 
by violent clashes between demonstrators and security 
forces. 


The high schools’ strike action took a more political turn 
recently, on the eve of the 28 February legislative and 
presidential elections, in particular in Dakar and in 
Ziguinchor (south of the country), where several hun- 
dred high school students took to the streets and chanted 
“sopi, sopi,” (forward), the slogan of Abdoulaye Wade 
(Liberal), President Abdou Diouf’s main opponent in the 
elections. 


The minister of education blamed the high schools’ 
strike action “electoral fever’ and condemned an oppo- 
sition party’s “manipulation” of the strike. However, he 
refused to directly accuse any political leader. 
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